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Joaquin Byrd, 
noted for charm, 
resilience, killed 
in gun incident

Campus Mourns Fallen Senior

By The Titan Times Staff  

The Skyline community suf-
fered a momentous loss ear-
ly Saturday morning, Febru-

ary 4, when senior Joaquin Byrd, 
18, fell victim to gun violence at 
Giant Burger on MacArthur Bou-
levard. He was remembered as a 
generous, charming young man 
who was making real strides to 
leave behind a turbulent past. 

“Joaquin was just such an opti-
mistic person. He was always try-
ing to help somebody, always look-
ing out, always had some crazy 
story to tell everyone to lighten 
the mood, always making peo-
ple laugh, always offered people 
rides,” said Andre Alexander, a 
close friend. “He was selfless, to 

say the least, and he helped others 
before even helping himself.” 

Grief counselors were on site 

Monday morning to 
console the hundreds 
of students who knew 
Joaquin and were 
deeply affected by his 
loss. 

Byrd and a cousin 
were out for a late night 
snack at Giant Burg-
er around 1:25 A.M. 
when an altercation en-
sued, according to the 
Bay Area News Group. 
Shots were fired, leav-
ing Byrd fatally wound-
ed. He was rushed to 
Highland Hospital and 
pronounced dead at 

Joaquin Byrd’s 
senior portrait. He 
was planning to 
graduate this June.

none, and no arrests have been an-
nounced. 

Law enforcement is still inves-
tigating and welcoming any tips, 
offering up to $10,000 in reward 
money for information leading 
to the arrest of the killer. Anyone 
with information may call police at 
510-238-3821 or Crime Stoppers 
at 510-777-8572. 

 “This tragic event underscores 
how much work we have to do in 
order to improve respect for hu-
man life and protect the children of 
this city,” said Skyline’s co-princi-
pals Nancy Bloom and Vinnie Blye 
in a February 6 letter to the com-
munity.

Scheduled to graduate in June 
with the class of 2017, many stu-
dents recall Joaquin for his big 
heart. He was known around 
school as an entrepreneur who was 
social and charming with teachers 
and students alike, and for his clear 
eagerness to turn his life around 

Dance, 
Jazz & 
Drama 
Shine 
Brightly

Reviews from fall 
semester shows
By Sean Saechao and Okikiola Abodunrin

Dance Production

Another excellent “In The 
Spirit Of Dance” show by 
Skyline Dance Production! 

From January 12-14 at Skyline’s 
Theater, DP dancers blended to-
gether multiple styles of music and 
dance to create a captivating per-
formance. 

There were influences from 
Jazz, Hip Hop, Contemporary, Afri-
can, and Religious genres, but the 
highlight of the show was definite-
ly the moving tribute to fallen Titan 
Jamari Wilson, who was honored 
by a slideshow of smiling photos of 
Jamari and his loved ones preced-
ing the dance.

The original tribute piece, cho-
reographed by Cymya Stewart, 
definitely touched the hearts of 
many and even brought out a tear 
or two. 

 “I was crying because Jamari 
— we were really close friends and 
we had a good relationship with 
each other,” said senior Kameron 
Britt. “Him and Cymya did, too. 
Cymya doing that dance was just 
… it just brought a lot of emotion 
out of me. I haven’t cried over him 
in a long time so that just brought 
all the feelings back … the chore-
ography was beautiful.” 

The dance, titled “Other Half” 
and featuring the song “Heaven” 
by Beyonce, showed the power 
dancing has to evoke emotion. The 
raw emotion and feeling that was 
put into this dance was breathtak-
ing. At the end, a door on the side 
of the stage was opened and they 
were all allowed to move on and be 

at peace. 
According to DP dancer Kyn-

dal Hampton, “Jamari said before 
he died that he wasn’t going to 
feel at peace until he was reunited 
with all of his loved ones who have 
passed, and the dance represented 
how Jamari was losing everybody 
he loved. The end of the dance was 
them calling him home … I cried 
during one of the shows because I 
felt that Jamari and Jojo’s presence 
were in the room … the dance was 
for them.”

Another piece in the show, titled 
“Makes Me Wanna Holler,” tackled 
a deep social issue in today’s soci-
ety: poverty vs elitism. This dance 
also started off with a slideshow, 
except this time it featured various 
pictures of starving and poor chil-
dren in foreign countries. 

As the slideshow continued 

TO CONTINUE, SEE BLOCK, ON PAGE 10

Block 
Schedule
Confirmed 
by Admin
By Cathya Mendoza

Current juniors, sopho-
mores, and freshman 
may never again see 

Skyline High School as we 
know it. Rumors had been 
floating around all year about 
the possibility of block sched-
uling happening, but The Ti-
tan Times is here to tell you 
that they are not rumors: The 
2017-2018 school year will 
implement a block schedule. 

After research, visits to 
other schools that currently 
have the block system, and 
back-and-forth debate and 
discussion with teachers who 
were both for and against 

No More Busses?

Skyline singer Brooklyn Fields, performing at 510akland.

Warriors star has varsity players smiling. See full story on page 11.

Durant Gifts Shoes to OAL

District cancels 
payment to 
AC Transit for 
special lines, 
raising concerns
By Sara Gonzalez

For the majority of our 
students, taking the bus 
is their only method of 

transportation. What will those 
thousands of students do if bus-
ses aren’t made available to TO CONTINUE, SEE BUSSES, ON PAGE 3

them anymore?
Skyline is one of two schools, 

Montera being the other, that 
does not have the same means 
of transportation others do. 
Without the busses provided for 
going directly to Skyline, stu-
dents will only have the option 
of taking the 39 bus, which only 
runs every hour and can only 
seat 37 people. 

The Oakland Unified School 
District had an annual contract 
with AC Transit of $2.2 million 
that made it so that students 
could take the bus to and from 
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BYRD: Teachers Noted New FocusThe 
Titan
Times     

(Clockwise from above:) Joa-
quin Byrd wearing grad gear; 
as a boy smiling at football 
practice; an undated selfie.

Students Protest Trump

after surviving hardships. 
After some rough adolescent 

years,  many students and teachers 
noticed that Joaquin was making 
a specific effort to get on the right 
track and become more focused. 

“He started going to school and 
stuff. He bettered his relationship 
with his mom. And he was real-
ly working to be a positive image 
for his sister,” said his close friend 
and cousin, who wished to remain 
anonymous.  

Ms. Bowler, a teacher and men-
tor of Joaquin, agreed. “I was just 
talking with him on Friday. He was 
so happy and doing so well,” she 
said. “I know that Joaquin had a 
tough time earlier in the year with 
some trouble, and once he got 
through that, he was talking about 
getting a job — which he did, at 
Safeway. He had been promising 
everyone that he was going to turn 
his life around, and he was doing 
that.

 “From everything that he said 
to me every time we spoke, I could 
tell he was focused,” Bowler con-
tinued. “He was in school, and do-
ing what needed to be done. Al-
ways a super polite and thoughtful 
kid. He will be missed.”

Joaquin Byrd will continue to 

CONTINUED FROM BYRD, ON PAGE 1

live on, through the memories of 
his loved ones. Faculty and stu-
dents who heard the tragic news 
have shared their last memories of 
the Titan, which we print here:

“A profound loss. Joaquin was a 
king that was trying his best to re-
set and re-direct his life. I will keep 
his spirit alive in my heart and in 
our class. He possessed a warrior 
spirit and given time, would’ve 

been special.”
— Mr. Muhammad, Teacher

“Joaquin was a young man try-

ing to get his money up, get out 
the hood, and make his momma 
proud of him. He was turning his 
life around. It’s a shame.” 

— Yousef Abdallah, Junior

“I just met this young fellow. He 
spent an hour with me on Friday 
talking about how excited he was 
to learn we made documentary 
films. He wanted to get involved. 
He had all these great ideas. I was 
really looking forward to getting to 
know him better… I wish I could 
have had that chance.” 

— Mr. Frey, Teacher

“He was the plug. Joaquin was 
the life of the party. No matter what 
your mood was, he always wanted 
you to smile, he always wanted 
you to laugh. And he would always 
hook you up--no matter what you 
needed, he would lend you some 
food or money.” 

— Mahaugoni Sellman, Senior

 “Such terrible news. I 
was just speaking to him on Friday 
about his plans after high school 
and how excited he was to grad-
uate soon. This hurts, he had so 
much potential and personality.” 

— Mr. Braggs, Teacher

“Joaquin was hecka funny and 
he was also super hardworking be-
cause he pushed himself; he need-
ed his credits up. He knew what he 
had to do to get on the right path 
and he was on his way to doing 
that.”

 — Essence Washington, Junior

“This is so tragic. Joaquin was 
one of the most charismatic young 
men I’ve met. We had a circle, and 
the leadership team came in, and 
he was sharing his experiences and 
how he had a much rougher life 
and about how he had been shot 
once. He was telling the other kids 
to get their lives together.

“He wanted to be an electrician, 
he was talking about how much 
money per hour he would make 
and what kind of business he want-
ed to have. He actually had a very 
organized plan.

“He was a sweet kid, always 
came in with a smile, he was fun-
ny, just a really really nice kid. I 
think that you might see someone 
who had gone through what he’d 
gone through just spiral downward 
but he was really making an effort, 
showing up to class, and was more 
and more on task. 

“There was a day when every-
one was being disruptive so he 
came to the front of the class with 
his stuff and was taking notes and 
trying to work. From the first day 
I saw him in class, I saw him as 
someone who was trying to change 
his life around. He was talking 
about graduating and going to 
trade school. He had a plan and 
was taking control of his life. He 
was just really an amazing young 
man.”

— Ms. Defea, Teacher 

Attendance at  
all-time low on 
Inauguration Day

By Sabrina Ramos

January 20, 2017 was an eerie, 
empty day at Skyline and at insti-
tutions all across the United States. 
More than half of Skyline students 
decided to not attend school, many 
as a stand against the bigotry of 
the Trump administration.

Skyline student Adriana Ville-
gas, who decided to boycott school 
to participate in the demonstra-
tions downtown, said, “We are 
standing against the bigotry the 
Trump administration represents 
and resisting the lack of represen-
tation of us in The White House.” 
Many students even took the mi-
crophone and spoke publicly. 

“I didn’t come to school, to 
make a statement. Sometimes do-
ing less is doing more,” said sopho-
more Dyane Mendoza.

According to the Attendance 
Office, out of 1700 students at 
Skyline, 780 Titans did not show 
up to school. In addition to this, 
hundreds of Titans walked out of 
school throughout the day or chose 
to not attend any of their classes as 
a form of peaceful resistance. 

Skyline English teacher Ms. Vu 
said, “I thought it was pretty awe-
some. It was a great opportunity 
for students to protest.” Later, Ms. 
Vu questioned, “I do wonder stu-
dents’ intentions, though. Was it 
to stay at home and chill, or to use 
their voice?”

According to Front Office’s Ms. 
Thomas, there were only four stu-
dents on the bus at the end of the 
school day. On a normal day after 
school, over a thousand students 
rush to get a seat on the bus. 

Ms. Thomas noted, “It was pos-
itive. You guys left gracefully. We 
didn’t have riots like other schools. 
We expected a riot, but everybody 
made a statement respectfully.” 
Students decided that making a 

statement against Donald Trump 
was more important than getting 
a seat on the bus. Hundreds of 
youth from all over Oakland used 
this state of political turmoil as an 
opportunity for establishing unity 
and self empowerment.

Nearly 500 OUSD students, 
teachers and adult allies united 
at Frank Ogawa Plaza in front of 
City Hall with posters and ban-
ners. Youth Together hosted the 
Youth Speak Out and an open mic 
where students were given the op-
portunity to stand up and have 
their voice heard. Authentic poems 
and speeches flowed out of the 
mouths of young lyrical geniuses 
all throughout downtown. 

Teachers were very support-
ive of their students’ initiative to 

take action against the inaugura-
tion. A plethora of Skyline teachers 
showed up to the Speak Out. 

Art teacher Ms. Ponce attended 
the protest on 14th and Broadway 
and said, “I thought it was good 
that students wanted to express 
their opinions. I saw a lot of Sky-
line students and teachers. People 
wanted to express themselves, it 
was very positive. FDT.”

For the students who did attend 
school, the day was a different ex-
perience. 

Sophomore Angela Drake said, 
“I only came because my grandma 
made me. It was dry. There were 
only like 3 kids in each class. I was 
mad because people got to protest 
and voice their opinions while I 
was stuck at school.”

Skyline students downtown at Inauguration Day protests.
PHOTO BY MS. SAMIMI
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“Many support staff 
will get their walking 

papers most likely 
with no thank you 

note included.” 

 — Mike Avila, 
student support specialist

Trees Keep Falling Across Campus 

OUSD Budget Crisis Puts Skyline at Risk

CONTINUED FROM BLOCK, ON PAGE 1

school. The state gives OUSD 
that money, of which $750,000 
is supposed to go to low-income 
and special education students 
to get subsidized passes. 

Apparently, Oakland is the 
only school district in the Bay 
Area paying for those trans-
portation services for their stu-
dents, yet the students are, for 
some reason, still paying fares. 

After learning of this news, 
Skyline sophomore Patty Banks 
said, “It doesn’t make any sense 
that OUSD was paying for this 
contract with AC Transit for so 
long, but we as students still 
had to pay to get on the bus, 
just to get to school. Students 
don’t make money, so it makes 
it more of a hassle to get our ed-
ucation.”

The state has now decid-
ed to cut off the funding for 
those services, leaving OUSD 
to pay for the contract without 
any outside financial support. 
OUSD, currently in a financial 
crisis, is unable to pay the con-
tract fees, leading them to de-
cide to cancel future payments.  

John Sasaki, OUSD Spokes-
man, made a statement in the 

East Bay Times that, ¨The funding 
methods changed and negated our 
ability to pay the money. Right now 
we’re trying to reduce our costs.¨

AC Transit made a statement in 
the San Francisco Chronicle that 
the move ¨will likely result in a re-
duction of bus services¨ if OUSD 
can’t find a way to fund it. 

On the other hand, Spokesman 

they will get here 
on time if there is 
no solution to this 
situation. 

Alezi Villa, Ju-
nior, said, ¨I’m 
mad. How else 
am I gonna get to 
school?” and add-
ed, “Other peo-
ple have parents 
to take them, but 
some don’t have 
anyone there for 
them. They have 
to be indepen-
dent, and come to 
school and back 
on their own.”

At a staff meet-
ing on February 7, 
it was announced 
by administrators 
that active nego-
tiations between 

Left, above & right: 
Fallen trees on roads 
and parking lots.

By Noah Mitchell

As the wet rainy season rag-
es on in the Oakland Hills, 
chances are, you’ve seen 

the numerous trees—12, to be 
exact, according to the adminis-
tration—that have fallen all over 
Skyline’s campus over the past 7 
weeks of rainy weather, putting 
students and cars at risk of danger. 

The risk of falling trees escalat-
ed to the point that students were 
told over the PA announcements 
on Thursday, 6th period, that all 
students and staff were to leave 
campus by 3:15 p.m. for safety and 
weather hazard reasons. 

This news came after four more 
trees fell earlier that day, one of 
which actually blocked the main 
entrance and exit to the school un-
til it could be removed.

Wet winter, loose 
soil send dozen  
toppling so far

Custodians told The Titan 
Times that the amount of danger-
ous trees falling has been higher 
this year than they have seen in the 
past three years. 

This is believed to be due to the 
fact that the lifespan of most of the 
trees at Skyline is coming to an 
end. To amplify the problem, rain 
has been pouring down for weeks 
at a time. All this water in the 
soil makes the ground very weak, 
which gives these extremely heavy 
trees more leeway to tilt and even-
tually fall over. 

“I had to move my car one day 
because of the tree that fell in the 

student parking lot. It’s annoying 
and scary. If all these trees are so 
unsafe, then we [student drivers] 
should get a heads up to move our 
cars, or not park there, before they 
start cutting them down,” says Ju-
nior Renelle Malone. 

Within the last two months 
alone, a tree has fallen on the fire 
road near the portables in the 
100’s, almost on top of the cafete-
ria, over a small portion of the 60 
building, blocking the path to the 
girls locker room by the PE area, 
on the basketball courts, on top of 
the front entrance to the school, 
and more recently in the student 

Mid-year hiring 
and spending 
freeze announced 
to prevent deficit

By Peterson Le

Former Oakland Unified 
Schools District Superinten-
dent Antwan Wilson is not 

only leaving behind his position in 
preparation for a new job in Wash-
ington D.C. —he is also leaving be-
hind an estimated $25 million hole 
in next year’s budget.

Sparking anger and frustra-
tion among many, he also ordered 
a surprise, mid-year hiring freeze 
and strict limits on spending for 
school and district officials, in an 
effort to trim $8 to $11 million off 
the already approved current bud-
get for 2016-17.  

District officials blamed lower-
than-expected enrollment num-
bers, among other issues, although 
critics were skeptical that was the 
whole story.

“It’s really frustrating,” said 
Shanthi Gonzales, who represents 
District 6 (which includes Skyline) 
on the Oakland School Board. 

 “No one is taking responsibility. 
And I’m not interested or willing to 
make a decision on how to fix this 
in the next month, unless I’m really 
clear on how we got here, because 
if we don’t understand that, then 
we are just going to end up in the 
same situation next year,” shetold 
the East Bay Times.

On campus, students were less 
concerned with the roots of the 
problem than with how it would 
effect their education. 

“This [deficit] is going to affect 
us, and the upcoming students, 
academically, because the district 
will not be able to pay for the re-
sources needed to make students 
successful,” said senior Talia Nou-
vixay. 

“Necessities such as textbooks, 
laptops, and generally qualified 
teachers will be lacking. Things 
such as field trips that allow ca-
reer exploration and college readi-
ness will become a very rare occur-
rence. Education is a necessity, not 
a privilege. We deserve better.” 

Noting OUSD’s financial crisis, 

it comes as no surprise that, teach-
er turnover is at one of the high-
est rates in OUSD in comparison to 
wealthier districts. 

We have seen some of our most 
inspiring and beloved teachers 
leave the hallways we roam and 
the classes we learn to escape the 
dilemma we are stuck with. They 
are unable to advance in their ca-
reers and are believed to be under-
paid for their hardships, causing 
them to leave for more lucrative 
careers. 

Mike Avila, a student support 
specialist believes the planned cuts 
will have terrible consequences.

“The Board approved resolution 
to cut $14 million for the 2017/18 
school year will be disastrous for 
school sites,” he said. “Campus se-
curity is being cut by nearly fifty 
percent, special education will be 
hit, and as we always know arts 

programs will be impacted. Many 
support staff will get their walking 
papers most likely with no thank 
you note included.”

The lack of funding for Oakland 
schools have heavily impacted our 
quality of education and our demo-
graphics regarding college-ready 
graduates. For instance, if we com-

pared Oakland to more affluent cit-
ies, we can see major differences in 
educational performances, espe-
cially for African-American and La-
tino students. 

In OUSD, those two minor-
ity groups are more susceptible to 
not graduating and not reading at 
grade level, are less likely to be ef-
ficient in middle school math, are 
more likely to be suspended, and 
are not meeting A-G requirements, 
according to data provided by the 
district’s website. To add on, OUSD 
has not seen improvement in their 
graduation rate in six years. 

Although there are seven times 
more Latinos and African-Amer-
icans than white students in Oak-
land’s School District, these rates 
have proven that this district is still 
failing its minorities, which is sure 
to get even worse after the budget 
cuts and the debt sets in.

BUSSES: Fall Service Reduction Feared

parking lot, causing students to be 
forced to move their cars. 

Another issue is that when a 
tree falls over the fire road, it can 
block the path for dispatchers to 
get through in case of an emergen-
cy, and can take several hours to 
clear away the debris left behind.

However, some students like 
Jaique Arnett aren’t bothered by all 
these fallen trees: “As long as I’m in 
and out of class before that tree 

falls, I’m gucci. But some of these 
trees hold memories, and with ev-
ery one that’s cut down, this cam-
pus loses some scenery that really 
makes it special.”

One solution the school has 
been implementing for the tree 
dilemma is to cut down the most 
dangerous and most likely to fall 
trees on campus. Skyline veteran 
Mr. Davis said, “Officer Clayton has 
gone around with an OUSD official 
and tagged the most dangerous 
trees with caution tape, marking 
the ones that need to be cut down. 
These trees’ lifespans are only 
around 50 years, and the school’s 
already been around for 55!” 

PHOTOS BY NOAH MITCHELL

It is still unknown what Sky-
line’s budget will be for next year, 
but one thing is for sure—everyone 
is anticipating it to be lower than in 
recent years. The projected enroll-
ment for Skyline next year is 1800, 
and some faculty are hoping for as 
high of a number as possible in or-
der to get the most funding and re-
sources possible. 

Others community members 
are upset at a group of district lead-
ers who seem to have left a mess 
after briefly passing through. 

“The leadership of this district 
has no credibility. Wilson was a 
horrible choice, and the Board 
should be held accountable,” said 
an anonymous long-time Oakland 
resident and parent.  “In two years, 
we have watched this district fall 
apart under his leadership.” 

A search is underway for the 
next superintendent. 

Sasaki attempted to assure parents 
and students, saying, “We expect 
them [AC Transit bussing] to con-
tinue the same service that was 
provided. However, OUSD is un-
able to provide the transportation 
itself.” So, where does that leave 
bus-reliant students for next year?

Students are worried about 
how they will get to school and if 

PHOTOS BY TITAN TIMES

AC Transit busses lined up at the end of the school day.

the district and AC Transit have 
begun. 

A proposal from the public 
transporation service apparent-
ly discussed was that the start 
and end times of the schools 
that need the service be stag-
gered so less total busses would 
be needed. This might mean a 
later start time for Skyline.
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By Noah Mitchell

Being late to class because 
you’re messing around 
with your friends during 

passing period is one thing, but 
being late because the school 
itself is locking bathrooms is 
another. Many students wait 
to go to the bathroom all pe-
riod, then finally when pass-
ing period begins, the closest 
bathroom to their next class is 
locked. So, they risk either be-
ing late or waiting for as long as 
they can, which can have seri-
ous negative health effects on 
the bladder. 

Edwin Gomez in the Youth 
Center commented on the neg-
ative effects locked bathrooms 
can have on students, “Health 
effects wise, holding your blad-
der can give you a UTI (Urinary 
Tract Infection), which some-
times can be cured with pills, 
but sometimes requires sur-
gery. In the case that might oc-
cur, it would not be fair towards 
parents who have to pull money 
from their pockets for medicine 
or surgery because the school is 
locking the bathrooms.”

Currently, there is an expec-
tation for students to use the 
bathroom during a mere five-
minute passing period, which 

is almost impossible given the fact 
that most bathrooms are closed 
during this time. So, that leaves 
class time to ask teachers to go. 
However, many teachers do not al-
low students to use the bathroom 
during class because they would 
miss important content. 

French Teacher Mr. Drovin says, 
“Students should attend to their 
needs during passing periods, be-
fore coming to my class. They need 
to be here to learn the content. I try 
to minimize the amount of people 
going to the bathroom.”

So, the question then becomes, 
why is the school locking the bath-
rooms in the first place? The epi-
demic of locked bathrooms at 
Skyline causes students to have to 
walk even further to finally find an 
open bathroom, resulting in them 
missing even more class time. 

Sophomore Jaumaure Hanzy 
remarked, “I don’t understand why 
the bathrooms are always locked. 
I usually have to walk all the way 
to a different building. I don’t think 
the girls’ bathrooms are locked as 
much as the guys’ because a lot 
more goes on in the guys bath-
rooms.” One anonymous student 
added, “Guys have been so desper-
ate to go, they use the girls’ bath-
room instead.”

After some investigation by The 
Titan Times staff, it has been dis-
covered that there is a reason be-
hind the locked bathrooms, and se-
curity guard Ms. Collins was eager 
to let students know. 

“We lock the bathrooms to pre-
vent the excessive smoking that 
goes on here. SSOs [school secu-
rity officers] can’t take a break or 
walk out to go assess other build-

ings, because kids are constantly 
coming and smoking in the bath-
rooms. So, we are forced to keep 
them locked when there’s not 
enough staff to be monitoring all 
the buildings. Unfortunately, kids 
on this campus can’t seem to stay 
away from drugs.”

It is clear some type of action 
must be taken, either by students 
or staff, to find a solution to this 
problem. It would benefit both 
teachers and students to find a 
resolution because, as of now, stu-

dents are hurting their physi-
cal health, and teachers are la-
menting lost instruction time.

Some potential solutions to 
this problem are to write let-
ters to administration voicing 
concerns, to hire more security 
guards to full-time monitor the 
bathrooms if there is that much 
smoking going on, or maybe to 
even get fans or vents to air out 
all of the smoke. Either way, 
something must be done.

Bathrooms: Locked & Stinky
We investigated 
why Skyline 
makes it so 
difficult to go

4 | Opinion

By Sabrina Ramos

My heart sank like the 
Titanic and bullets be-
gan to run down my 

cheeks faster than Usain Bolt. It 
all became real the moment I saw 
The Shade Room refer to Barack 
Obama as “former US president.” 
The thought of immigrant families 
being denied the chance at a bet-
ter life, no more affordable health 
care, abortions becoming illegal, 
and the racism from hundreds of 
years ago being dug up perplexed 
and took over my mind.

 The saddest thing we have 
been forced to face as Americans 
is watching the Obamas leave the 
White House after eight years of 
their leadership and grace. Af-
ter two tireless terms, the humble 
Obamas have headed back to their 
normal lives. Although they’ve left 
the White House, their work has 
been forever engraved in Ameri-
can history. The Obamas have 
served not only as political lead-
ers, but have given millions of peo-
ple across the globe hope. Their 
dedication, love and altruism for 
this country has only grown over 
the past eight years and will never 
fade.

 November 4, 2008, the day Mr. 

Obama won the presidential elec-
tion against John McCain will re-
main a day full of hope, ambition 
and will forever be an inspiration. 
This triumph is proof that the sky’s 
the limit. It gives people of all rac-
es, genders, ethnic backgrounds, 
sexual orientations and religions 
the assurance that they can achieve 
anything under the sun.

Considering all that Obama has 
done over the course of his two 
terms in office, he was definitely a 
revolutionary who sparked change 
wherever he was. Off the top of 
my head, I can think of at least 15 
beneficial things the Obamas have 
done for this country.

Barack Obama reversed a reces-
sion by creating 13.7 million jobs, 
bringing unemployment rates to 
the lowest they’ve been in 10 years. 
He gave healthcare to 20 million 
people in need by implementing 
the Affordable Care Act. Not to 
mention, Obama brought equality 
to the world by legalizing same-sex 
marriage across the country, made 
peace with Cuba, captured and 
killed Osama Bin Laden, formally 
ended the Iraq War, implemented 
the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act, 
and granted pardons and commu-
tations to over 2,500 individuals 
who were crowding prisons and 
separated from their loved ones for 
extremely minor offenses. 

Standing just as strong by his 
side, Michelle Obama also made a 
huge impact by serving as a strong 
female role model for women of 
color and prioritizing healthy life-
styles and girls’ education.

The joy the Obamas have en-

compassed nationwide soon came 
to a halt on November 8, 2016, the 
night Hillary Clinton lost the presi-
dential election to Donald Trump.

On Tuesday, January 10, 2017, 
President Obama gave his farewell 
address in Chicago, Illinois, back 
where it all started. The real tear-
jerker was when Obama said, “...
every day, I have learned from you. 
You made me a better president, 
and you made me a better man.” 
It got real when President Obama 
stated, “While the top 1 percent 
has amassed a bigger share of 
wealth and income, too many of 
our families in inner cities and in 
rural counties have been left be-
hind.”

 January 20, 2017 was a kick 
in the door. Luckily, the Obama 
administration’s success has 
strengthened the United States. 
The Obamas have given us hope 
that regardless of the political, so-
cial, and economic turmoil we are 
left to face, we will make it out. 
Instead of allowing these issues 
to break us down, we will come 
together and make one another 
stronger. 

We will resist bigotry and exclu-
sion and replace it with unity and 
inclusion. In the name of Michelle 
Obama, “When they go low, we go 
high.”

Thank you, Obama family, for 
eight years of leadership, elegance, 
strength, grit, empowerment and 
diligence. Most of all, I am grateful 
for the legacy of ambition you have 
left behind that will last forever.

 Thank you, Mr. and Mrs. 
Obama.

Goodbye, President Obama
After 8 years 
of leadership 
and grace, we 
will miss you

Some at Skyline are already missing the former president.

Students are frustrated when they can’t access the facilities.

Wheelchair 
Hypocrisy

By Jamilah Hussain

Skyline High School is high-
ly celebrated for its com-
mitment to the Wheelchair 

Foundation, having raised nearly 
$3,000 for kids in impoverished 
nations to be able to afford wheel-
chairs. But even with this dedica-
tion to wheelchair awareness, it is 
perplexing that there is still a pro-
found problem at Skyline when it 
comes to equity and ramps for stu-
dents who need wheelchair access. 
Many classrooms on campus still 
do not have ramps or railways. 

Skyline students may not real-
ize the struggle that students who 
use a wheelchair go through. It is 
difficult to get to many places at 
school. They are only able to go to 
places where there is a ramp or a 
smooth surface.

 Intelligent students come 
and go who use wheelchairs and 
crutches, yet they are limited when 
it comes to class choices, only be-
cause many of those AP classes are 
in portables classrooms with steps. 

“Why doesn’t the district help 
them get ramps?” asked a 10th 
grade student. 

Well, actually, there is a pro-
gram made specifically for them. It 
is called Section 504. Section 504 
is a part of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 that prohibits discrimina-
tion based upon disability. Section 

Our campus is not 
fully accessible 
to the disabled

TO CONTINUE, SEE WHEELCHAIR, ON PAGE 11
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NO: Advanced 
Placement 
comes with high 
bills, high stress
By Tanim Woodruff

We all know at least one 
person who has taken 
an AP course in their 

high school career at Skyline. But 
is the extra stress, time, effort, and 
money really worth it in the grand 
scheme of things? Is a few hundred 
saved dollars in college from not 
having to take certain credits real-
ly worth the possible health prob-
lems that can arise from taking AP 

classes? In my honest opinion, not 
in the least bit. 

APs are Advanced Placement 
courses, which are said to be col-
lege-level classes with assessments 
that help prepare students for a 
university, and can even help them 
avoid repeating courses in college. 
Many students take APs for the ex-
tra challenge, for a better quality of 
learning, a quieter and more seri-
ous learning environment, and an 
added bonus grade point boost.

However, these classes are also 
grueling and demanding, leading 
students to high stress levels and 
chronic headaches. 

A Skyline junior, who chose to 
remain anonymous, stated that she 
spends 5 to 6 hours per night doing 
work from 4 AP classes that she is 
taking this year, on top of her her 
normal homework from her other 
classes. 

“I don’t sleep,” she explained. 

YES: Challenges prepare 
youth for adult reality

Show love all 365 
days of the year, 
not just on VD!

By Rosa Floriano

Chocolates, candy, ros-
es, teddy bears, hearts, 
flowers. All of this, and 

more, can be seen everywhere in 
the weeks leading up to Febru-
ary 14th, Valentine’s Day. As we 
all know, this is the special day in 
which romantic gestures and gifts 
are shared between loved ones as a 
way to express their affection and 
celebrate their love. But not every-
one feels the same way about this 
day. Some love it, and some think 
that it’s pointless. So, is Valentine’s 
Day overrated?

Personally, I think that the 

“I feel like I don’t have enough 
time to do all my work, and 
sometimes I don’t do other 
classwork just so I can get it 
all done.”

However, many AP teach-
ers believe their workload is 
fair and indicative of what 
students will eventually face 
in college. 

 “My assignments are 
completely reasonable. 
The problem is that 
students in this gen-
eration have got-
ten lazy and don’t 
like doing all their 
work,” said AP US 
History teacher Mr. 
Johnson. “What 
has changed in 
all my years 
of teaching 
APs, is that 
s t u d e n t s 
have got-
ten com-
placent.” 

A s i d e 
from the 
c h a o t i c 
w o r k l o a d , 
another issue 
arises when 
some students, 
such as senior 
Lauction Wo are paying 
upwards of $540 just to sim-
ply be eligible for class credit 
by taking the official ‘AP Test’ for 
that subject. Requiring this insane 
amount of money just to get AP 
credit is elitist. 

If we are supposed to be getting 
a public education, why should 
students be required to pay for a 
‘higher quality’ or ‘more rigorous’ 
course? Shouldn’t everyone have 
equal access, regardless of eco-
nomic status? 

The payment issue weeds out 
the students who may have want-
ed to challenge themselves with an 
AP class, but cannot afford to pay 
for the tests, which are required in 
order to get AP credit or the cov-
eted GPA boost. 

AP World History teacher Ms. 
DoAmaral agrees that the price of 
exams is unreasonably steep. 

“The price of AP tests can be an 
enormous burden on families. Es-
pecially for students who take sev-
eral AP courses, and for families 
who do not qualify for free and re-
duced lunch,” she said. 

DoAmaral also made the point 
that students do not feel the value 
of the tests, especially if they think 

college, and are often not taught 
unless you are taking an AP course. 

Peterson Le, a senior, made his 
opinion on AP courses clear when 
he stated, “AP courses allow stu-
dents with greater expectations 
for themselves to adjust to a high-
er level of education and deviate 
from those who are potentially not 
as motivated about school.”

If you have ever taken one of 
Mr. Johnson’s AP classes, you 
know what I mean. If you have 
not, then you missed out on a lot 
of learning. Mr. Johnson is not an 
English teacher, but he requires 
his students to write high-quali-
ty essays and expects them to cite 
their work. Sure, you might have 
a better grade in an easier class. 
But what good is it to have a good 
grade when you have not learned 
anything about life?

Junior Julio Arroyo also sees 
the benefits of AP-level work. “I 
don’t regret taking any of the AP 
classes that I took here. I wouldn’t 
have learned the things I know 
now if I had taken regular classes. 
It taught me to work harder, and 
get better study habits. I did stay 
up late trying to learn new mate-
rial and homework, but at the end 
of the day, I feel more prepared for 
the next step.” 

Have you wondered why so 
many kids at Skyline have such 
low reading levels, but they’re in 
the same grade as you and have 
the same classes as you? Why did 
teachers pass them even though 
they obviously did not learn what 
they had to? This difference in abil-
ity within a classroom forces teach-
ers to teach at lower levels, so that 
even the lower-skilled students can 
keep up or understand. 

But when you take an AP class, 
you do not worry about not learn-
ing grade-level and rigorous cur-
riculum. Your teachers might be 
“hard”, but they truly want the best 
for you. Don't get me wrong, most 
teachers at Skyline do want and 
know what's best for you, but tak-
ing an AP class is a totally different 
experience. 

You learn what it is to be treated 
as an adult with high expectations, 
and learn about tough love. People 
will not baby you in the real world. 
Along with college-level content, it 
is those life skills and life lessons 
that AP teachers at Skyline attempt 
to teach.

Are AP Classes Worth the Work?

By Cathya Mendoza

Advanced Placement courses. 
Should we take them? Ask stu-
dents around the school, and each 
kid will tell you something dif-
ferent. Some may say that they 
are really hard classes that only 
“the smart kids” take, or that AP 
courses expect too much of stu-
dents. But is that the truth? 

Skyline is one of the schools 
in OUSD that offers a large 
number of AP classes, in all 

types of 
s u b j e c t s 
including 
science, 
h i s t o r y, 

English, and 
even for-
eign lan-
g u a g e s . 
These col-

l e ge - l e ve l 
courses are not 

only teaching you more, 
but they are also preparing 
you for the expectations you 
will face in college and the 

real world. 
These higher-than-usual ex-

pectations teach you that you 
must be on time to class, or you 

will get a bad grade, or that if 
you are late with an assign-

ment, too bad —  you can no 
longer submit it. Some stu-

dents do not agree with this 
harsh mentality.

“Why would I take a 
class that I will probably get a low-
er grade in, when I can take the 
regular class and easily get an A or 
a B?” said Skyline Senior Julious 
Walker. Well, it might not be as 
good for your GPA, but it will teach 
you a lesson for the future. It will 
teach you to be punctual for a job 
or lecture, or that your excuses will 
not always work. These are very 
important lessons that most regu-
lar classes don't usually focus on. 

Some might think that the AP 
work is too hard, but most of the 
time it’s not “hard” — it just takes 
time and commitment. OUSD stu-
dents are often used to getting very 
little homework or not getting any 
at all. They are not required to tru-
ly study for a final, or required to 
cite their sources when writing an 
essay. These are basic things that 
every student should learn before 

CON PRO

that they’ll fail regardless. 
Though these tests are expen-

sive, teachers like Ms. DoAmaral 
and Ms. Merovich have gone out 
of their way to help ease the bur-
den and keep expectations high. 
This year, Ms. DoAmaral raised 
$1000, helping 16 students pay for 
their AP tests. Next year, she aims 
on setting the goal even higher to 
hopefully help 20+ students pay 
for their AP exams.

However, even paying the ri-
diculous amount for the AP tests 
are no guarantee that you will 
not have to take those courses in 
college. If you do not score high 
enough, or if the college does not 
formally recognize the AP course, 
you have wasted your money, your 
time, and your health. 

Stay away from APs, unless you 
truly love self-punishment!  

“I don’t sleep. I feel like 
I don’t have enough 

time to do all my work, 
and sometimes I don’t 
do other classwork just 
so I can get it all done” 

 — Skyline junior who wished to 
remain anonymous

whole concept of Valentine’s Day 
is cute and a good opportunity to 
show your love and affection to-
wards your significant other. To 
show them how much they mean 
to you. To go out and do something 
special, something out of the ordi-
nary. At the same time, however, it 
just seems like a hyped up day used 
by companies to get people to buy 
their products. 

If you really wanted to, you 
could go out and get your boy-
friend or girlfriend something 
special any day of the year. There 
really is no need to wait until Val-
entine’s Day specifically.

 If you truly love someone, you 
should be showing them love and 
affection all 365 days of the year. 
It shouldn’t take one hyped-up day 
for you to go out and buy them 
flowers and candy. Especially if 
you’re only doing it because it’s 
what’s “expected” to do on Valen-

tine’s Day. Day by day, you should 
be doing little things to show them 
that they’re important to you. You 
do not have spend money and buy 
them expensive gifts necessarily, 
but you should be making an effort 
to prove to them you care about 
them. 

Don’t get me wrong, there’s 
nothing wrong with celebrating 
Valentine’s Day and taking the op-
portunity to treat your significant 
other to something special. But if 
it weren’t for the big commotion 
created by the multi-million-dol-
lar corporations who make money 
off of Valentine’s Day, there really 
wouldn’t be such a big hype.

 Valentine’s Day would be just 
another ordinary day. Which is 
why you should always show your 
love to your partner, even on ordi-
nary days. You shouldn’t feel like 
you have to wait until February 
14th to go all out, when you could 

Is Valentine’s Day Overrated?

be expressing your feelings by do-
ing little, meaningful things that 
might not even cost you any money 
at all. 

What’s important is that you 

spend time thinking about what 
would put a smile on your signifi-
cant other’s face, and as the say-
ing goes, “It’s the little things that 
count.”
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Perspectives on Love
By Taesha Britton

How do you know you’re in love?

1. Nancy Phan (Youth Center)
“It’s just a gut feeling. When 
you find someone, you’re 
willing to grow together.”

2. Danyea Wilson (11th)
“Once you make a mistake, is 
when you end up realizing how 
deep in love you are with that 
person. And then you both feel 
dumb because you’re really in 
love! It’s crazy how love works.”

3. Mr.Bloomfield (Librarian) 
“You know when 
you’re 
in love 

when the grossest parts of that 
person’s humanity don’t make 
you feel icky.”

4. Jesson Coon (10th)
“Love is when you will do 
anything to make that person 
happy instead of yourself.”

5. Bill Walls
“When you’ll give your life to that 
person.”

Cute Couples
By  Cameryn Mabry

1. Ms. Thomas & Mr. Figueroa
2. Tana Strong (10th) & Chad Lee (10th) 

3. Mahaugoni Sellman (12th) & Taesha Britton (12th)
4. Tanim Woodruff (11th) & Cesa Lee Dibble (12th)

5. Laila San (12th) & Noah Holt (12th)
6. Ariel Thiphakhinkeo (12th) & Adrian 

Johnson (12th) 
7. Dayah Colbert (11th) & Najee Rushing 

(12th)
8. Tiffany Tachiquin (12th) & Cyrus 

Neak-Merquillo (12th)
9. Daisy Gonzalez (12th) & Gio Garnica 

(12th)

Bromances
1. Armani Caston (11th) & Khalil 

Johnson (11th) 
2. Mr. Rapson & Mr. Johnson

3. Kevion Parker (12th) & Edwin 
Chavez (12th) 

4. Pearce Broadbent (12th) & Henry Rainey (12th) 
5. Tariq Mohammad (12th) & Andre Alexander 

(12th)

6. Breanna LeBlanc (11th)
“When you’d do anything for that person to make 
them happy...even if it hurts you. Love is a strong 
thing. If it’s real, it can’t be broken.”

photos 
by staff
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Single on 
Valentine’s 
Day? Here 
Are Some 
Ideas to Ease 
Your Pain!
By Mahaugoni Sellman

Go to a restaurant.
Ask for a table for one.
Look around, and realize you’re 
surrounded by couples.
Go home.
Cry to “The Notebook” over a 
pint of ice cream.
Come to the conclusion that even 
middle schoolers have better 
love lives than you.

8 | Poetry

What makes you think a caterpillar can’t fly?
Is it because he don’t have wings?

Or is it because he get treated like a puppet
Attached to strings? 

Maybe he can fly...
But the pressure is as if he falls and dies.

So  he took that word, “fear”
He replaced it with “shy”.

Now he never gives up. 
Because when you fall, it’s to retry. 

So he builds that cocoon,
And lets his old self die.

You doubt him,
And he strive.

You neglected him,
Now he thrives.

You misunderstood,
Now he can fly.

He’ll always still be a caterpillar,
Just in the skin of a butterfly.

Now can you tell me
What makes you think a caterpillar can’t fly?

‘Caterpillar or 
Butterfly?’

By Shahada Muharin, Sophomore

February 6, 2017
Most of the school found out
That we lost a student to homicide
Those who were good friends 
probably 
Found out before
Me? I am but an observer
I am watching as friends grieve
As teachers lead to support
Students who must go through as if
It’s another day
For most of us, it is
But for some, the some that I see, 
I see them talking about him
Speaking as though he is absent
But there are tears in their eyes
And sobs in their voice

I observe, but I also feel
I didn’t know him personally
I probably had a class or two with 
him
But I know him through his friends
Who have talked about him on the 
bus
Who have tears in their eyes
Who have sobs in their voices
I know him through teachers who 
Try to make this a normal day
But have shine in their eyes
From the loss of yet another 

Student
I know him through the grief I feel
From not knowing him

I know his last name
Byrd
B-Y-R-D
Because just last week 
He was another student
But today? Today he is a memory
He leaves behind a wound
And those who killed him will 
Most likely not pay
Because this city has too much
This city has many open wounds
They fester on the streets
Their puss is the spurts of killing
Of violence that runs through our 
veins
School is the only place some 
people have
To escape, even for a bit, 
The streets that are washed in 
blood

The teachers
The teachers are so strong
We don’t how how much death 
they have seen
Us students may find some of 
them hard
Maybe they are hard on us to push 
us
To be better than the violence in us
Push us to graduate and do well
Push us, as if trying to say 

“Get out while you still 
can!”
I feel the grief of our 
teachers
Who have worked many 
years
Who have one more 
student to add to their 
list
Of people they will 
always remember
For the teachers
Who may have this be 
the first
Death of a student
Joaquin Byrd, may your 
soul truly rest in peace
Merry meet, merry 
part, and merry meet 
again

‘For Joaquin’
By Cesa Lee Dibble,  Senior

A lover’s dance is patient and kind
It feeds your heart, mind, and soul
It brings joy and happiness deep within
Knowing that you’ll be there on the other side
Knowing that I’ll never walk alone. 

You’ll always have me and that’ll never change 
You have my back and I have yours
You are my first thought when I awaken 
and the last when I lay my head down at night
When I look into your eyes I see all the love that you have for me
I see the way you care. 

I see the pain that you hold deep down
You have been hurt
You have been crushed into a corner that you do not belong in
I see all the greatness that you store inside your heart. 
You have been pushed down for so long 
that all you need is someone to be there. 
Well honey I’m here
I’m in your corner

Unnamed 
By Sophia Stewart , Sophomore, 

(Taken from Mrs. Cortes’s student 
collection 2nd Period)

The tall men were raising their guns 
again.
On the back of my head,
The cold butt of the gun 
Was right up against my skull. 
This is it. 

Surrounded by the silent forest 
And the puddles of blood 
I will die.
I will die without knowing my own name. 

The light of the full moon danced after 
me 
As I sprinted into the forest. 
Bullets chased after me. 
But there was now more adrenaline 
Than I had ever felt 
Coursing through my veins. 

My previous calm had been replaced 
With strong determination. 
I will not die today. 
I will not die in an unmarked mass grave 
Killed by emotionless clones with no 
reason to kill me. 

I will not die unnamed.

 I ran until I couldn’t run anymore. 
I ran like death himself was chasing 
me. 
The tall men were nowhere to be 
found. 
My ear stung like a bee, 
There was sticky blood in my hair. 

I’d run far enough 
That the moon was nowhere to be 
found. 
I gazed towards the sky
Hoping for it’s light 
But it had abandoned me to this 
empty forest. 

I’m here through thick and through thin
I’m here for richer and for poorer
I’m here for ever and ever
I will be your biggest fan and you 
loudest cheerleader
I am here for you and I’m not gonna flee

I know it’s different
I know it’s abnormal 
The feeling that you feel when I walk in
I know that this just ain’t what you used 
to 
But change is good
Change is uncomfortable
Change is weird

But baby I’m here and I ain’t leavin any 
time soon
I’m here on your hardest night 
And on your biggest achievements.

Love is patient
Love is hard
Love is different
But in order to love we have to open our 
hearts to change and be open to new 
beginnings.

‘Hand in Hand’
By Mahaugoni Sellman, Senior
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Shhhhh … 
It’s a Secret!
By Sara Gonzalez & Amirah Boulware

“Dear Niyako,
I am waiting for you to com-
plete us.

— Your Secret Admirer.”

“Dear Khayree,
You are my sunshine!

— Your Secret Admirer”

9 | Arts & Entertainment

Dear Poppa Bear

A Sip of Skyline’s Tea

“Is it just me or does every guy want me?” 
— Overheard in the 30 Building

“Tell me why I finally made a move on 
Chris yesterday… and he threw up?”

— Overheard in the Cafeteria

“I wonder how it feels to be ugly.” 
— Overheard on the Senior Lawn

“Girl, can you believe my momma 
called me ugly yesterday?” 
— Overheard in Mr. Williams’ classroom

“I’m buying a candygram for myself. 
Don’t tell nobody tho.” 

—Overheard in the Leadership room

“’I’m flying away from you with my lashes..” 
— Overheard in the 40 Building

By Sean Saechao

Black Card Revoked: Black History Month Edition 

Answer Key: 1=D;  2=E;  3=A;  4=B;  
5=D;  6=TRUE 7=C

By Noah Mitchell

You’re probably still pissed 
that you don’t have a “boo” 
in one of the most crucial 

parts of your life, high school. But 
in reality, there is probably some-
one into you right now who you 
are overlooking. Here are the top 
five ways to know if someone is 
crushing on you.:

5.) They are always trying to 
learn new things about you.

Placed at number five, this sub-
tle method of inquiry can actually 
have major plans behind it. When 
someone suddenly starts wanting 
to know more about you and how 
you’re doing, that’s a prime way to 
find a crush in disguise. Now that’s 

In or Out? 
By Gabriela Hjelm and Debora Kidane

Trends to Leave in 2016:
Snapchat dog filter
Man buns
Saying “goals” and “mood”
Fake baby hairs
Being petty
Body contouring
Showing Pink brand underwear over jeans
Juju On That Beat
Overlined lips
Unblended concealer over thick drawn-on brows

Predicting 2017 Trends:
Ruffles
Lace up clothing
Body chains
Statement earrings
Bralettes
Natural makeup
Natural curls
Warm tone colors such as orange and brown

Valentine’s Day 
Gift Ideas
By Mahaugoni Sellman

Tired of buying your significant other flowers and 
chocolate every year? Need a more creative, or 
cheaper idea? Here are 10 great potential gifts! 

Write a song
Handwritten letter
Spa day
Handwritten poem
A massage
Concert tickets
Huge teddy bear
Day trip
Comedy show
Something unique that you know they have been 
wanting or dropping hints about; show that you’ve 
been paying attention!

How to Know if Someone Is Crushing on You
not to say that this is a one hundred 
percent guaranteed way to spot a 
secret admirer, but if you notice a 
spike in questions and observant-
ness, you might have just found 
your new bae.

4.) They’ll buy you stuff or help 
you out in a time of need.

Unlike the last one, this one is 
a lot easier to spot. Any regular 
friend would give you money to 
buy food or lend you their jack-
et, but when someone has a crush 
on you, they’ll literally bend over 
backwards to make sure you’re 
comfortable, even though you 
don’t always notice. You have to 
be observant for this, and if you’re 
not too shy and want to test out the 

waters just keep asking for help or 
to borrow some cash, and if they’re 
always willing to help no matter 
how daunting the task, then looks 
like you’ve gotten one step closer in 
the dating game.

3.) Their friends will know that 
they like you.

It sucks when you have no one 
to tell about your crush, that’s why, 
most likely, you tell your friends. 
You’re going to have to get close to 
some of their friends; you know, 
make it an inside job. Gain their 
trust, and once you have enough 
information to act, ask your crush’s 
friends if they like you back. Hope-
fully this works out, they like you 
back, and you two ride off into the 

sunset. 
2.) Their body language around 

you.
This is a clear indicator of a 

crush. If they’re outgoing and cou-
rageous they might be a little more 
likely to give you a push, shove, or 
punch. For example, if your crush 
likes to ‘square up’ and ‘play fight’ 
with you then you have some pret-
ty good chances, but that’s not all. 
If someone loves being playful with 
you, like teasing or taunting you in 
an extremely joking way, then that 
also gives you pretty good chances.

Go and ask them.
Look, I know this maybe the 

most cliche or scary way to find a 
secret lover undercover, but this is 

the method that works best. The 
main reason why most people are 
scared of this one is because it has 
a fifty-fifty chance. The ‘no’ side al-
ways seems a lot bigger than the 
‘yes’ side, especially if you have 
doubts. But, just keep it cool and 
risk it for the biscuit! It sucks when 
you wonder what might of been. 
Letting go may be hard if you a 
“no”, but at least you won’t be get-
ting dragged along for no reason!

 

“Dear Dalarr,
You are so cute to me, I stare at 
you everyday and I love your 
smile, I wanna marry you.

— Your Secret Admirer.”

“Dear Zy, 
I think you’re cute. We should 
talk. You’re a hella chill person 
to talk to.

— Your Secret Admirer.”

“Dear Trenton Goldman,
You’re really cool and funny! I 
wish I could hang out with you 
at lunch. Keep an eye out for a 

tall brunette.
— Your Secret Admirer”

“Dear Kameron,
Ever since I saw you in 
Ms.Samimi’s last year, I 
knew we were going to start 
facetiming one day.

— Your Secret Admirer.”

“Dear Iyana Wade,
I really think you’re the 
baddest female I’ve ever 
known and I want you to 
know you’re adorable.

— Your Secret Admirer.”

By Destiny Williams 

Here are 5 facts that many 
may not know about Black 
history. Knowing these 
facts will definitely help to 
redeem your black card.
 
1. How many times was 
civil rights hero Martin 
Luther King Jr. sentenced 
to jail for his cause? 
a) 2
b) 6
c) 9
d) 29

2. Which of the following 
inventions were made by 

Black inventors? 
a) Potato chips. 
b) First 3-way traffic light. 
c) Elevator with automatic 
doors. 
d) Truck/railroad 
refrigeration
e) All of the above. 

3. Which one of these 
facts about MLK is true? 
a) He was almost 
assassinated by a mentally 
ill African-American woman 
named Izola Curry, who 
stabbed him in the chest 
during his book tour.
b) MLK was born and raised 
in Oakland, CA. 

c) Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
younger sister was Coretta 
Scott King. 
d) Malcolm X and Martin 
Luther King were distantly 
related. 

4. Why was the month of 
February chosen for Black 
History Month? 
a) Because it is the 
beginning of the year. 
b) To coincide with the 
birthdays of Frederick 
Douglass and Abraham 
Lincoln.
c) Because that is when the 
civil war occurred. 
d) Because it is the shortest 

month of the year.

5. Why did major Black 
rights activist, boxer 
Muhammad Ali, never 
refuse an autograph to a 
fan? 
a) Because he is too nice. 
b) Because he likes writing 
his name. 
c) Because he is cocky. 
d) Because he was refused 
an autograph by his boxing 
idol, Sugar Ray Robinson, 
when he was a child. When 
Ali became a prizefighter, he 
vowed never to turn down 
an autograph request, which 
he honored throughout his 

career.

6. True or False: There 
are 100 historically black 
colleges and universities, 
called HBCUs, in the 
U.S. They have 294,000 
students. 

7. What percentage of the 
U.S. population is Black/
African-American? 
a) 44%
b) 22%
c) 13%
d) 7%
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BLOCK:  
Students 
Seek More 
Input on 
Changes

CONTINUED FROM BLOCK, ON PAGE 1

block, the Skyline administration 
has decided to go through with 
this massive change for the follow-
ing school year. The administra-
tion cited educational and social 
benefits of the 8-period block sys-
tem, as opposed to the traditional 
7-period system. 

According to Principal Bloom, 
“Block schedule [combined with 
adding a period] affords us more 
opportunities for our kids. More 
opportunities to earn credits; more 
opportunities to get the accelera-
tion they may need. For too long, 
schools have been running on 
what’s best for adults. We need to 
be running on what’s best for kids. 
I really believe this model serves 
both adults and kids better than 
what we are doing now.” 

With the new 8-period sched-
ule, there will likely be more elec-
tives offered, more opportunities 
for credit recovery, and some stu-
dents may be able to graduate ear-
ly and get started early at Junior 
College or get a job. 

The Faculty Council, which is 
a representative body of teachers 
on campus, voted at its February 
meeting to oppose the installation 
of block schedule for the 2017-
18 school year, after teachers ex-
pressed fears that the changes are 
too big to be rushed. 

However, notably missing in the 
discussion of whether this change 
should even occur or not was the 
vote, input, or voice of the students 
themselves. The Skyline Student 
Body never underwent a poll, sur-
vey, assembly, or even a discussion 
of what they thought about the 
system. 

Junior Branden Oshiro claimed, 

“I don’t think it’s fair that we as stu-
dents didn’t have a say about the 
change to block schedule, since it 
will affect us more than anyone. If 
it is supposed to be ‘benefitting us’, 
shouldn’t they ask us first what we 
want? I can barely sit in a class for 
50 minutes, let alone almost 90. 
And 8 different classes to juggle 

is way too much, even for the best 
students. If they want to add more 
classes, they should at least be add-
ing a ‘snack’ or ‘break’ time before 
lunch.” 

Some teachers and OEA Union 
members share similar concerns 
about the 8 classes, due to the in-
creased number of student con-
tacts that each teacher would be 
responsible for and grading. 

It is yet to be seen if the pro-
posed schedule will even get 
through the arising contractual is-
sues about having enough prep/
collaboration time each day, and 
limiting the amount of student 
contacts each teacher will have. 

So, what will our proposed 
block schedule next year look like? 
Here is one possible scenario: 

“A” Schedule runs on Mondays 
and Thursdays. 

Odd periods 1, 3, 5, 7 meet. 
Each period is 82 minutes. 
‘B” Schedule runs on Tuesdays 

and Fridays. 

Even periods 2, 4, 6, 8 meet. 
Each period is 82 minutes. 
Wednesdays (minimum day): 

A and B Schedule alternate weeks. 
Each period is 66 minutes. 
Some other changes to daily 

times:  Passing periods will be 2 
minutes longer and lunch will be 7 
minutes longer.

It is unknown whether the 
school will have the same start 

(8:05 a.m.) and end (3:05 p.m.) 
time, an issue that may be affect-
ed by negotiations with AC Transit 
(see story, page 1).

Additional questions that have 
yet to be addressed or worked out 
by administration include what the 
new proposed “Advisory Period” 
will look like, and when during the 
day it will be; the question of what 
students will do during the extend-
ed “flex” periods; whether the ex-
tra period added would mean that 
district would have to hire more 
teachers, and would they even be 
able to afford that given OUSD’s 
current deficit; and whether stu-
dents will ever have any input in 
the final decisions. 

Principal Blye has floated 
around the idea that maybe the 
fifth marking period could serve as 
a trial-run for the new block sched-
ule, to work out kinks and inconsis-
tencies before going through with 
full implementation next year, but 
that has not yet been confirmed.

By Sylvia Lacayo

College. University. Higher 
education. Whatever you 
want to call it, it will give 

you anxiety. Whether it's the fear 
that comes with not having good 
enough grades, a high enough SAT 
score, interesting enough extra-
curriculars, or enough money to 
even apply, it makes most student’s 
stomach churn. 

Personally, I didn’t really start 
thinking about college realistical-
ly until this year. Before then, the 
idea of college was exciting to me. 
I couldn’t wait to grow up and do 
something with my life. Since I was 
about 8 or 9, my dream was to at-
tend George Washington Univer-
sity in the heart of D.C. I was in-
spired by the city and the power 
it held, and I knew it was where I 
needed to be. 

However, suddenly, everything 
changed. I realized how daunting, 
and even unattainable, college can 
actually be.

I grew up thinking that if I 
worked hard enough, college could 
be a part of my future. Adults al-
ways tell you that if you put in 

Shifted Dreams: A Disabled Perspective on College
enough effort and time, you can al-
ways achieve your goals. But, that 
is not the reality for many people. 
This can be because of the over-
whelming financial burden, aca-
demic pressure, or in my case, a 
physical disability.

This year, I came to the realiza-
tion that because of my disability, 
my opportunities when it comes 
to getting a higher education are 
different than those who are able-
bodied.

Not only is it more expensive to 
go to college as a disabled student, 
but it is harder to find a school 
with the proper accommodations. 
Because of my medical needs, I 
would have to live in a single dorm 
with a bathroom attached. Though 
I am not doing this by choice, most 
colleges will still make me pay the 
higher fees of a single dorm versus 
the lower fees of a double or triple 
room, making college even more 
expensive.

As a student with a disability, 
I primarily look at the resources 
offered to the disabled commu-
nity when looking at prospective 
schools. Though many schools act 
as though inclusion of all abilities 
is a priority, they tend to neglect 
the issues that are most important, 
such as housing accommodations 
or assistive aids. 

Colleges do not provide many 
accommodations for disabled stu-
dents. Students with disabilities 

must jump through numerous 
hoops to prove their status as a dis-
abled person in order to get the re-
sources they need. 

To understand the big picture, 
you have to understand a little bit 
more about my disability. I have 
used a wheelchair my entire life. 
This means that in order to change 
my clothes or use the restroom, I 
need assistance. I cannot fly on a 
plane alone or drive myself. I have 
to use a specialized car that is ex-
tremely expensive. 

It is hard to really imagine how 
this limits my life. No Uber, no 
Lyft, no shuttles to the airport — 
all these things add up to a school 
within commuter distance. As you 
can see, George Washington and 
other schools that fall outside of 
my logistical circle, suddenly got 
taken off the table. 

I am not alone in realizing that 
my opportunities have decreased. 
In fact, one of the things that 
makes this okay is that I do not ex-
perience this by myself. 

Everyone's circle of opportu-
nity closes slightly — it is a part of 
growing up. Your dreams shrink, 
your bubbles burst, your naivete is 
clouded, you are forced to face re-
ality. 

Though this is very painful, it is 
also a milestone. It teaches you to 
adapt and accept that though life is 
full of limitations, it is also full of 
hope.

Many colleges 
do not provide 
adequete support

Sylvia Lacayo is a sophomore at Skyline. 

My N Word
By Kimberly Ibanez & Cha’Taron Rose

At Skyline High, some stu-
dents call each other the 
controversial “N” word, 

in a friendly way
The Spanish word meaning 

black, negro, was once the ac-
cepted term for African-Amer-
icans. When mispronounced, 
it became a slur used by racists 
who terrorized people. 

That derogatory pronuncia-
tion later changed into the cur-
rent word, “nigga,” now popu-
lar but controversial slang. 

We asked Titans whether 
they use it and what they think 
of it.

Elisha Carlisle, Junior 
“It depends who it comes 

from, like a friend saying it 
to another friend is fine but if 
someone says it to someone 
else in a disrespectful way it’s 

not cool.”

Eric Braggs, Teacher
“It’s stupid to use it, I don’t like 

to refer to myself as less and I don’t 

know why other people like to re-
fer to themselves as less by using 
that word. I don’t use it.

“I don’t get offended [when I 
hear it]. What offends me is when 

people like to refer to them-
selves as something like that. I 
don’t think people should take it 
offensively and people shouldn’t 
take power over words.”

 
Christian Hernandez, 
Senior

 “Yes, I use it when I’m talk-
ing to my friends. I don’t think 
it’s a bad word. If people don’t 
like the word you should re-
spect them.”

Makaylyn Kemp, Junior
 “I don’t think people should 

use it but we have grown accus-
tomed to using it so now it’s a 
part of almost every race’s vo-
cabulary.”

Kathryn Defea, Teacher:
“It makes me feel very un-

comfortable. I grew up being 
taught the term was derogatory 
but I hear people using it here. 
It seems like friends may use it 
with each other with some un-
derstanding it’s okay. But it still 
makes me uncomfortable.”  

“For too long, schools 
have been running on 
what’s best for adults. 

We need to be running 
on what’s best for kids. 

I really believe this 
model serves both 

adults and kids better.”

 — Co-Principal Bloom

“I don’t think it’s fair 
that we as students 

didn’t have a say 
about the change 
to block schedule, 

since it will affect us 
more than anyone.”

 — Junior Branden Oshiro
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By Renelle Malone

On Wednesday, February 8, Skyline Var-
sity basketball players were surprised to walk 
into the locker room and learn that Golden 
State Warriors small forward Kevin Durant 
had gifted the players with “KD 9” shoes. 
Both the girls and boys Varsity teams were 
rewarded with brand new red-and-white 
shoes, made specially to symbolize Skyline’s 
colors.

The Skyline basketball players had been 
talking the night before in a group chat about 
how there were rumors that they would re-
ceive shoes donated from Nike. Little did 
they know how special that gift would be.

Girls Varsity Captain senior Taesha Brit-
ton said, “I thought it was going to be some 
ugly ‘ole Nike Hyperdunks. Throughout my 
four years here, nobody has ever donated 
anything to our basketball program. It’s al-
ways just been football. KD is the only person 
I’ve heard about, and he’s not even from the 

By Kalolaine Otuafi

The continued success for 
years of the Skyline Girls 
Basketball team can be 

pointed to many reasons — is it the 
leadership of Coach Lee, Coach T, 
and Coach P? Is it the fact that the 
girls have a commitment to aca-
demic success as much as success 
on the court? Or is it the unique 
African team mantra of “Ubuntu” 
that this team stands by? 

When interviewing the players 
on the team, it was clear to see that 
basketball for these girls means ev-
erything. 

Their play is backed up by their 

Titan 
Alumni 
Superstars
By Renelle Malone

Some of the household names 
listed below were once in your 
shoes, walking the same hallways, 
and sitting at the same desks as 
you. If you continue to work hard 
and believe in yourself, you may 
one day be a thriving Titan too!

Davone Bess 
Davone Bess has had a thrilling 

life story — one that started right 
where we are now. Bess grew up 
five minutes away from the Oak-
land Coliseum, as an avid Oakland 
Raiders fan. Bess graduated from 
our very own Skyline in 2003, and 
during his years here he was a let-
terman in not only football, but 
also basketball and baseball. 

Bess stated that “sports pretty 
much kept me busy, kept me out 
of trouble, kept me off the streets.” 

In his junior season in football, 
he was a first team All-City wide 
receiver. As a senior, he led the Ti-
tans to the League Championship 
and was a second team All-City 
quarterback. Fulfilling his child-
hood dreams, he even played a 
high school playoff game for Sky-
line High during his senior year at 
the Coliseum. 

Raised by his single mother, 
Bess was the first person in his 
family to attend college. He was 
destined to attend Oregon State 
University, but after a theft inci-
dent with the police, his scholar-
ship was taken. He was sent to a 
juvenile facility, and while there he 
played for a 7-on-7 football team, 
where he was one of the best wide 
receivers. His former coach decid-

504 is an anti-discrimination, civ-
il rights statute that requires the 
needs of students with disabili-
ties to be met as adequately as the 
needs of the non-disabled are met. 

Sylvia Colt, a 10th grade wheel-
chair user, is in the 504 program. 
She explained more in depth about 
the program and how it works. 

“I have a case worker and a 
nurse at the district, but I am ba-
sically independent.” She elabo-
rated, “I don’t have anyone here on 
campus. When I have a problem, 

Girls Basketball: United as One
numbers. In their first league 
game, Skyline routed Fremont, 
winning 62-16. The Skyline Lady 
Titans have also beat rival McCly-
monds, 66-50. 

Led by lead scorer and Senior 
Captain Taesha Britton (who has 
scored 166 points thus far this sea-
son), the team is trying to maintain 
a positive record after having gone 
through many injuries, including 
the torn ACL of key players Cam-
eryn Mabry, Zoe Alford, and Kima-
rii McLemore.  

Sophomore varsity shooting 
guard Tkiah Lewis explains that 
basketball is not just a sport for her 
— it has also helped her in life.

“Basketball keeps me involved 
in something other than staying at 
home all the time. It keeps me in 
shape and gives me a positive work 
ethic,” she said. 

The team is also led by support-
ive and serious coaching. Before 
every game, the girls are told that 

the most important game is to-
day. They are reminded to get their 
head in the game and stay focused. 

“We’re not going to lose games, 
we’re gonna learn how to win 
games,” said Coach T. His most 
important lesson is that the play-
ers play hard and learn from their 
mistakes.

The team says that they live 
each day by the modern African 
mantra of Ubuntu, which is all 
about unity and togetherness.

Ubuntu philosophy states that, 
“People are people through other 
people. A person with Ubuntu is 
open and available to others, af-
firming of others, and does not feel 
threatened that others are able and 
good — for he or she has a prop-
er self-assurance that comes from 
knowing that he or she belongs in 
a greater whole, and is diminished 
when others are humiliated or di-
minished, or when others are tor-
tured or depressed.” 

Squad follows 
‘Ubuntu’ model of 
mutual support, 
positive attitude

Each member on the team was 
expected to memorize the core val-
ues of Ubuntu, and live by them in 
every practice and game. 

Captain Taesha Britton states, 
“Our team is unified by the ideals 
of Ubuntu, in which my success is 
your success, and that we achieve 
all of our success through one an-

other.” 
This mantra is read at the start 

of every single game. Ubuntu re-
minds the team that what they do 
on the court is equal to what ev-
eryone else does on the court. The 
team needs each piece of the puz-
zle to come together as one strong 
entity. 

The girls basketball team has thrived despite serious injuries. 

OAL Varsity Basketball Gifted 
New Shoes by Kevin Durant

bay, to donate something to Skyline basket-
ball. There are so many successful athletic 
alumni from Skyline, but have we ever seen 
a donation from them? No.” 

Skyline High School was not the only 
school that was given shoes. In fact, all of 
the OAL Varsity basketball teams were given 
the same reward, with each shoe’s color co-
ordinated with the school’s color. 

When asked the reason behind the gen-

erous gift, Skyline’s Varsity Basketball Girl’s 
Head Coach, Coach T, stated, “Durant is new 
to the Bay Area and wanted to show his sup-
port and gratitude to the youth in the com-
munity. He wanted to make a good first im-
pression.” 

The Skyline team says they are extremely 
appreciative of Kevin Durant for his contribu-
tion and kind gesture, and wish him and the 
Warriors a great rest of the season.

I call my nurse and she supports 
me, but she has other students she 
works with, so I rarely call her. I 
usually deal with my problems my-
self.” 

Colt expressed frustration with 
the lack of priority the school has 
placed on wheelchair equity. 

“Last year, I did a lot of work 
[she started a petition] to try to 
get ramps at Skyline, and honestly, 
I wasn’t very successful. I got one 
ramp only because I had a class 
that year that needed a ramp, so 
they had to put in a ramp.” 

Although Colt has Section 504, 
it is still a struggle for her to get 
around the school’s campus. Colt 
says, “I am definitely infuriated 
with that. Why shouldn’t I have 
equal access to classrooms, when 
other people do?” 

It is time for Skyline students 
and faculty to fully understand 
the struggle Colt and other handi-
capped students go through every-
day at Skyline. 

“A lot of the time people don’t 
really think about their privileges 
in their life, and the fact that they 

WHEELCHAIR: Many Classrooms Are Not Accessible
can go up to Skyline and not have 
to worry about having a ramp, a 
nurse, or having to worry about 
fighting for your own resources 
that people don’t give you….This 
is a huge privilege.” 

Colt says students misjudge 
her on a daily basis by calling her 
“lazy”, or “lucky that she does not 
have to walk.” In response, Colt 
states, “I’m tired of people asking 
me that they are envious that I am 
in a wheelchair, and that I have life 
so easy. I’m tired of people having 
arrogant comments. I’m tired of 

people making the same jokes.”
Some students do want to help 

with this issue, but do not know 
how. Colt suggests, “It is really im-
portant to just acknowledge the 
problem. People have to shed light 
onto this problem, to realize that 
this is happening, and that it is not 
okay.” 

Assistant Principal Nikki Sea-
berg, who holds the meetings for 
Section 504, also suggests, “You 
can contact the Student Board.” 

As Colt says, “Your voice is pow-
erful, so use it.”

CONTINUED FROM WHEELCHAIR, ON PAGE 4

ed to send a film tape of his high-
lights to the University of Hawaii, 
and he ended up playing there for 
nearly three years. 

Although he went undrafted, 
the Miami Dolphins recruited him, 
where he played for five years. In 
2013, he was traded to the Cleve-
land Browns. He enjoyed success 
in the league, making many top 
lists, but his run-ins with the law 
prohibited his ability to be great.

Bess was arrested in Florida on 
January 17, 2014, on charges of 
assaulting a law enforcement offi-
cer at Fort Lauderdale airport. He 
was again arrested in 2016 in Ari-
zona for felony flight and failure 
to stop for a police officer. Unfor-
tunately, he is still serving his sen-
tence now. 

Gary Payton
Payton was born and raised in  

East Oakland, CA. He played Var-
sity basketball for the Skyline Ti-
tans, as their point guard. During 
his sophomore year, Payton was 
suspended from the basketball 
team for half a season because of 
poor grades and attitude. Without 
him, Skyline finished that season a 
disappointing 1-9 in league play. 
After consecutive one-day suspen-
sions for clowning around in class 
didn’t faze Payton, his father made 
a trip to Skyline High School and 
suddenly Payton’s whole demean-
or changed about school. 

Upon graduating, he attended 
Oregon State University and there 
became the school record-holder 
for points, field goals, three-point 

field goals, assists, and steals. 
Payton went on to be the 2nd 

overall draft pick in the 1990 NBA 
Draft by the Seattle SuperSonics. 
Entering the league to high expec-
tations, Payton struggled during 
his first two seasons in the league 
(only 8.2 points per game), but 

he soon proved himself to be one 
of the league’s top point guards in 
NBA history, and a Hall-of-Famer. 

Payton has not forgotten where 
he came from. He has made numer-
ous contributions of both time and 
money to the Oakland community. 
He set up The Gary Payton Founda-
tion in 1996 to provide safe places, 
and to help underprivileged youth 
in his hometown of Oakland stay 
in school. He hosts an annual char-
ity basketball game as part of his 
foundation. Payton also gave back 
to the East Oakland Youth Devel-
opment Center (EOYDC), a youth 
center that he attended in Oakland 
while growing up. In 2001, Payton 
donated $100,000 to renovate EO-
YDC’s gym – his first big grant in 
his hometown of Oakland.

Gary Payton in the Skyline 
yearbook.
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playing, performers came out and 
began the piece. The choreogra-
phy was very well thought out, in 
the sense that you could see all 
the anger, emotion, and rising ten-
sions building through the danc-
ers’ movements.

Cue the drums. Commence 
the upbeat music. Then imagine 
many dancers dressed in African 
inspired clothing running on stage. 
This was how DP decided to lead 
into their “Tribe” piece. This high 
energy dance was a breath of cul-
tural air for the audience. Mixing 
together a variety of wide leap-
ing, swinging, and twirling move-
ments, the dancers conveyed a 
strong sense of rhythm. This was a 
pleasant surprise to see the inclu-
sion of something out the regular 
“American” norm.

The show also featured a sur-
prise appearance from the B-Boys, 
Skyline’s prestigious break danc-
ing crew. Although they only had 
four dancers on stage, they man-
aged to earn a great response from 
the audience. 

The choreography featured lots 
of ground work and even a head 
spin, but definitely everyone’s fa-
vorite part was when the lights fad-
ed out and 2 dancers, Dustin Craig 
and Desmond Saeteurn, put on a 
light show. With the use of flash-
ing LED gloves, they made a beau-
tiful and deeply enjoyable sight to 
behold.

When students were asked 
their opinions of the show, they 
all had nothing less than positive 
reviews. Senior Yesenia Ceja said, 
“It was very intricate. It felt like 
each dance had a purpose.” Senior 
Jean Chen said “Some parts gave 
me goosebumps… it was just really 
great”.

Overall, the show was an amaz-
ing experience. There was a wide 
variety of themes, genres, and cul-
tures, showing how inclusive Sky-
line is towards diversity. It is too 
late to see this show now, but now 
our expectations are set high for 
the next DP show. Keep an eye out 
for their awaited return in May! 

Jazz Band
On January 24, 2017, Skyline’s 

Jazz Band had the opportunity to 
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perform a set of R&B songs in front 
of a full house. Their group con-
sisted of drums (O’Neal Dorsey), 
keyboard (Jahsi McEwen), bass 
(Donovan Zedd), guitar (Xayne 
Bledsoe), alto sax (Jose Guzman), 
trumpet (Henry Rainey), trom-
bone (Clarisse Wickstrom), bari 
sax (Miarra Franklin), and vo-
cals (Isabelle Barquero, Brooklyn 
Fields, Olivia Montiel, Victoria 
Smith).

This event was made possible 
by 510akland, an organization 
that gives young musicians in Oak-
land the opportunity to perform at 
a real venue,allowing students to 
spread their wings and gain real 
experience in the music industry. 

Along with performing at a real 
live venue, students were given 
the opportunity to meet with and 
perform alongside various famous 
jazz musicians. At the event they 
were able to meet Pete Escovedo, 
a famous artist who has record-
ed many songs as well as gone on 
world tours.

For many of the students who 
performed, it wasn’t their first time 
at this event. Some of them even 
said that this was their fourth time. 
According to senior Henry Rainey, 
“It’s a lot of fun. It’s great when 
we’re on stage together.” Accord-
ing to senior Clarisse Wickstrom, 
“Being on stage- it’s the adrena-
line, the energy. It brings out a 
part of you that you don’t normally 
use.”

According to Skyline band di-

rector Mr. Williams, “I think they 
did really well. We were the only 
R&B group there, so the crowd was 
happy to see something different 
than a lot of the mold jazz stuff. We 
put it all together in pretty much 
3 weeks, so I was happy that they 
were able to get that level of per-
formance quality with so little time 
to prepare.” The group played pop-
ular hits such as “Uptown Funk” 
and “Lady Marmalade”. 

Williams says that due to how 
successful and excited everyone 
was after the event, he is planning 
on creating a “rock band” or a “gos-
pel choir” class, hopefully even 
turning to the production side of 
the business and creating a Sky-
line music label. He also says that 
the three vocalists, Victoria Smith, 
Brooklyn Fields, and Olivia Monti-
el, are planning on staying togeth-
er as a group, and working gigs to-
gether in the future.

The jazz band’s next big move is 
to perform at Yoshi’s, and they en-
courage everyone to go out and see 
them there!

Drama
The drama department tack-

les LGBTQ identity, bullying, gang 
violence, and self harm! From No-
vember 16-18 at Skyline’s theater, 
the drama department put on the 
play “Prospect High: Brooklyn” 
written by Daniel Robert Sullivan 

and directed by Ms. Awele Make-
ba, which tells the story of Devin 
(Atlantis Clay), a troubled high 
schooler. 

Early in the play, we are intro-
duced to Isaac, who is discovered 
to be a bully to Devin. As the play 
progresses, we see Devin being 
put under more and more pres-
sure until he eventually breaks. By 
the end of the play, the message is 
made clear that bullying is a dan-
gerous issue that everyone should 
be aware of. The other main char-
acters of the play are Bria (Nadia 
Brooks), Andrea (Kyla Hender-
son), Anny (Richard Nguyen), and 
Mr. Carles (Charles Cheeks).

All of the actors in the play were 
fantastic! They were able to por-
tray their characters very well, and 
you could tell that they knew their 
lines by heart. Every line was deliv-

ered with passion.
The costumes were not very 

unique or extravagant, but they 
were appropriate for the setting 
of the play. The props consisted of 
desks and chairs. The blocking and 
lighting also added to make the 
performance more realistic and 
believable.

Each of the characters repre-
sented various problems that teens 
these days have to struggle with. 
For example, the character Anny 
is transgender, Bria’s mother is an 
immigrant, and a character named 
Makala self-harms. Senior Cori 
White said, “I liked all of the differ-
ent aspects of the play. It was really 
interesting.”

Overall, I was impressed by 
how bold the play was. It  took a lot 
of courage for the actors to go up 
on stage and present so many dif-
ficult topics to their peers, but they 
did it and they were amazing! 

The plot was dark, and the end-
ing was surprisingly shocking, but 
I think something like this exactly 

what is needed 
to make people 
wake up and re-
alize the dan-
ger and severity 
of bullying. 

Overall, the 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
was show-stop-
ping, and I’ll 
definitely be 
keeping an eye 
out for their 
next one.

Skyline’s talent 
spans all the 
performing arts. 
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